
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  

                  
     

CCCAAANNNCCCEEERRR   222000111555   NNNEEEWWWSSSLLLEEETTTTTTEEERRR   

CCCooommmpppllliiimmmeeennntttsss   ooofff   

AAAllliiiccceee   DDDeeeVVViiilllllleee 
 

 Welcome to summer!  Let’s head for the park, break out the fabulous food 
and celebrate the dawn of the solstice, followed by a safe and happy 4th of July 
celebration. Hearts swell with pride and patriotism is in the air as we fly our flags and 
recognize the freedom of our country’s independence. If there is a Cancer in your 
circle of acquaintances, maybe you’ll turn the tables on the party plans this year and 
invite your Moon Sign honoree to a celebratory meal instead of attending a bash that 
Cancer usually hosts. Between you and me, they like to eat out, too. Get the bags 
packed and travel to your favorite vacation spot with those you cherish. Enjoy all that 
is dear to your heart to renew your spirit and emulate the nurturing qualities of your 
Cancer friends.    
 

IMPORTANT DATE 
  

JULY 4: Independence Day                                                     
  

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Congratulations to LR on winning May’s drawing of the 2015 
Llewellyn Herbal Almanac. Monthly drawings are open to all clients who book a 
consultation of one hour or more. June’s award will be a $10 coupon to use toward 
your next appointment or a timeline report. Discounts of $10 apply to any Cancers who 
book an appointment before July 22; report orderers receive a $5 discount during this 
period. NOTE: No office hours July 2-5. 
 
 The 2016 Llewellyn Annuals will soon hit the bookstores. I wrote an article for 
the 2016 Llewellyn Herbal Almanac called A SALUTE TO SPUDS that features a variety 
of potato recipes. My contributions for the 2016 Moon Sign Book feature 20 short, 
diverse sound bites that appear in different months in the calendar section. In the 
meantime enjoy my article in the 2015 Herbal Almanac called ONE DISH WONDERS for 
a SAVORY MAIN COURSE that includes breakfast, brunch, salad and dinner fare, and 
the article I wrote for the 2015 Llewellyn Moon Sign Book titled HOW THE MOON 
INFLUENCES YOUR ASTROLOGY CONSULTATION.   
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 A number of readers shared Mercury retrograde stories that occurred during the 
latest cycle from May 18 to June 11. How many reflect reality for you? One person 
made a trip to the post office to mail several documents for her workplace. She put all 
of them in the mail but one and went to the window to make sure the amount was 
sufficient; the clerk told her the postage rates went up but she had not heard about it 
and asked for a new rate chart. The employee did not have one and upon further 
checking realized that rates were not going up until July – the post office had been 
overcharging customers! A reader purchased a new mandolin to shred veggies and cut 
herself badly severing her pinky finger; needed a trip to the ER; could not get stitches 
due to the location of the cut; had to have a graft of fake skin (Mercury rules the 
hands). Other readers reported calls that were not returned; some experienced 
disrupted Internet service; a movie theater with a feature film malfunction had to 
cancel the showing; purchase of a new jigsaw puzzle with 10 missing pieces and two 
pieces that were duplicates (that puzzle must have been cut and packed during a 
Mercury retrograde). Others reported malfunctioning sprinkler systems; paper 
shredders that stopped working and all of a sudden started working again after a few 
days; shrubs that were planted and appeared to go dormant immediately looking like 
they were going to die, only to come to life with greater color and lush leaves; a client 
being scolded by his bank for not using online services enough and learning that his 
privileges were going to be revoked – he actually uses those services nearly every day. 
Finally, how many of you experienced dropped calls, missing messages, phone calls 
that were intended for someone else? Good old Mercury at your retrograde service. 
 
 Cyber threats continue to cause damage almost daily. The most noteworthy in 
recent months has been the huge breach of data at the Office of Personnel 
Management where the personal information of all current and former federal 
employees has been stolen. China allegedly perpetrated the data breach. Those 
affected are supposed to receive instructions from the federal government in the near 
future on how to protect their identity – a little late, ya think? Phishing scams are back 
in full force. Look carefully at e-mail that comes in to help you identify a potential 
scam and be sure your security software is up-to-date. Look for: unusual sender 
addresses – they look real but have some odd discrepancy; lack of personalization 
from a firm that says your account was compromised; unusual URLs could mean the 
scammer wants you to click on it to go to their website; misspellings – one of the 
biggest clues that a scammer is after your data and wants you to think they are 
legitimate in the message they are sending – and what legitimate company doesn’t 
know how to spell their own name; anything that is ultra urgent – read it before 
clicking; and pictures – be wary and send to SPAM.  
 
CANCER and THE YEAR AHEAD 
  
 Happy Birthday, Cancer! Your Water Sun Sign rules the 4th House of all things 
related to home and family, people who live with you, foundations, base of 
operations, household matters including decorating, design, renovation and real 
estate; mother and sometimes father, your sixth sense, gardening, landscaping or 
plants, and your emotional temperature along with your responsiveness to others’ 
plights. This section of the chart represents parts of your life and personality that 
describe how you interact with family members, work through issues and solve related 
problems; what you like to do around the house; people you connect with in the 
home; how you prepare meals and what you eat; cooking skills and kitchen equipment 
Many a Cancer aspires to be the Top Chef. Born under the sign of the Crab, you are 
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both a water sign and the second Cardinal sign and came here to explore and share the 
depth of your feelings. The Moon is your ruler and its house and sign in your chart 
shows how you display your personality. Achievement of goals drives most of you so 
you push yourself hard to meet them. Sometimes you are very moody or “crabby” 
especially when you are sleep deprived or in a bad relationship. This year the Sun 
enters your sign on June 21 at 12:38 PM EDT and leaves on July 22 at 11:31 PM EDT.  
Jupiter points out areas where you feel optimistic, enthusiastic and expansive. As we 
enter your Sun sign territory Jupiter in Leo is wrapping up a few loose ends in your 
solar 2nd House of income, what you want to do with your money, resources, self-
development, values, and all forms of adornment. This transit suggests that you pay 
attention to your financial position by curbing unnecessary expenses or starting a new 
savings or retirement plan. Some of you have been way too generous with loved ones 
and are known to spoil them. Order low interest credit cards and use them wisely. Be 
sure to check your credit rating at least three times a year and look for ways to 
eliminate debt. Start with the lowest balance on outstanding credit cards and pay 
extra on them to get free of debt. Find financial experts with proven expertise to help 
you secure your future instead of going out on a limb with a high risk venture – not 
really typical of most of you anyway. Be sure that timelines and goals are realistic and 
avoid over-commitment, a trait that leaves you with little down time and a sad face. 
Venus has been in Leo also, so that gifting gene has been working overtime – and it 
won’t go away until October due to the retrograde motion of Venus going back and 
forth in the 2nd House and over any planets you have in Leo. Enjoy the remaining 
weeks of Jupiter in Leo until it moves to Virgo on August 11 and occupies your solar 
3rd House of communication, siblings, cousins, neighbors, education, computers and 
related tools, the media, local community, mental outlook, and transportation modes. 
You have things on your mind and must find someone to talk to so you can get the pain 
off your chest. Saturn slipped out of early Sagittarius earlier this month and is now 
retrograde in late Scorpio in your solar 5th House of children, sports, social life, 
fun, games, creative forces, risk-taking, dating, and entrepreneurial endeavors. If 
you are having problems with someone you date, your fiancée, a social contact, 
partner or a child, now is the time to iron out your differences. You have time 
between now and September 17 when Saturn returns to Sagittarius and your 6th House 
of work, health, daily environments, pets and colleagues. Since Saturn stays in a sign 
for 2-1/2 years, you could be working a lot of overtime, covering more than one 
position, juggling assignments or even starting your own business. Organization is key; 
those of you born late in your sign get the most activity between now and September 
17; after that day, early Cancers born June 21-July 3 have the most activity through 
the end of the year. Choice is yours for the asking. Uranus in Aries all year travels 
through your Solar 10th House of career and life status while it continues to bring 
unexpected circumstances to your life without regard for what you planned or the 
rules you want to follow. You could be very restless or impatient with those who want 
to drag their feet while you want movement and greater momentum for your life 
plans. Those of you born July 5-July 15 experience the greatest impact in more than 
one department of life. When you least expect it, life can present freedom, a chance 
to make lemonade out of lemons, or the dynamics for assimilating a new lease on life.   
The aspect behind the changes is the Uranus square to your Sun through your next 
birthday. So grab the brass ring and go. Be aware that Uranus is traveling opposite 
Pluto in your solar 4th House of home, so themes connected with major action houses 
(1, 7, 10, and 4) prevail and they are demanding energies that directly affect the 
Cancer sun. Breathe, meditate and practice yoga to stay on top of any upheavals. You 
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will be a different person when it all shakes out – that is what a status change is all 
about. Uranus remains in Aries through 2019. Claim your power. Neptune in residence 
in its home sign, Pisces is in your solar 9th House of journalism, higher education, 
business improvement plans, foreigners, politics, publishing, in-laws, long-distance 
travel, and spirituality where it will remain until 2025. This transit especially relates 
to those of you born June 26-July 3 and puts you in touch with the spiritual side of 
your life. You gain confidence and mastery of your intuitive side and feel less tense 
yet it is good if you do not let down your guard too much when those around you need 
help. You cannot be the one to rescue co-dependent types all the time whether these 
individuals are permanent fixtures in your life or new to your circle of contacts. Since 
Jupiter is in your money house now before moving to your solar 3rd house of 
communication you will have to guard against absorbing intense demands from others 
who put too much mental pressure on you. Just say “no.” Grab on to projects that give 
you the edge in competitive ventures. Stay flexible and absorb the strong intuitive 
vibes that converge with this transit. Neptune can help you relax in the throes of some 
of the angst that Uranus and Pluto have been creating in your life. Avoid being a 
magnet to time-sucking vampires by meditating and finding space to just chill out. You 
do not have to answer every request in record time. Themes connected with Neptune 
in this house could involve coursework and higher education, learning another 
language, writing professionally, publicizing a project or a new venue, developing 
spiritual enlightenment or gaining insight into medical practices and conditions. Give 
your time to causes that bring you joy. Pluto in Capricorn connects with Cancers 
born July 4-9 in your solar 7th House of business, personal and romantic partners; 
medical practitioners and advisors, roommates, collaborators, the public, 
consultants and legal practitioners. Some of you could be dealing with endings – of 
relationships, projects and ventures that have run their course. The year ahead 
represents the one and only time you get to experience Pluto’s challenging transit 
since the planet of depth and regeneration moves so slowly while it opposes your Sun. 
An aspect like this really hits on relationships and means that you have probably seen 
the writing on the wall even if you have tried to avoid action. Pluto won’t let go until 
the lingering issues have been put to rest. As complicated as relationships may seem, 
they were meant to be dissolved so that you can make room in your life for new ones 
and a brand new perspective. Throughout the year this transit responds in harsh 
aspect to Uranus in Aries so you will be reminded of the processes of life, death and 
rebirth. And if you are a Cancer born with planets in the other Cardinal signs, 
Capricorn, Libra or Aries – the impact is high and quite in tense. Book the appointment 
with your astrologer to help you through the upheavals. Pluto is the great 
transformer so when it touches your life this intensely it stimulates changes at deep 
levels. Be aware of obsessive types that may throw a curve into your plans. In the 7th 
House Pluto in Capricorn challenges you to examine your relationship with yourself 
and what you have hiding in the shadows. Use this time productively to change your 
personal habits, appearance and outlook. Give humor, travel and adventures that help 
you let go a place in your life.  
 
 This year’s eclipses affect you as follows: The first eclipse influencing your 
birthday year was the March 20 New Moon eclipse in Pisces occurring in your solar 
9th house of travel, the higher mind, in-laws, spirituality and publishing. Those of 
you who are raring to travel may get the chance of a lifetime at a location far from 
your current residence. In the next few years you could travel more for business and 
pleasure or receive visitors from different cities or countries in your home. If you are 
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looking for a cure for an ailment, the right physician may pop into your life. A 
sabbatical or professional or spiritual training may be part of your journey and you 
become more competitive or centered. The April 4 Full Moon lunar eclipse in Libra 
fell in your solar 4th House and emphasizes your base of operation or home, family, 
foundation, parents, home remodeling and décor, garden and landscaping, and real 
estate transactions. An eclipse here has several connotations: you could be juggling 
more responsibilities than usual at both your home and with your career; it could 
mean a move to new location; a compromise could be on the agenda to keep the 
peace; or a significant renovation project begins at home base. With Pluto hanging out 
in your solar 7th House of partners, you do have some negotiating to do as the planet 
of regeneration has a statement to make about the status quo. Some Cancers will have 
relatives entering or leaving the home either on a permanent basis or for a visit. If you 
meet an attractive partner you may marry, bond or decide to move in together during 
this period. How you see the world makes a difference in how your partnership 
evolves. The year’s second solar eclipse falls on September 13 in Virgo in your solar 
3rd House of messages, all forms of communication, educational interests, equipment, 
technology, siblings, cousins, neighbors; how your mind works, and modes of 
transportation. With this wide realm of topics the possibilities for action are high and 
your daily life can be very demanding. Since Virgo likes to organize and demands an 
audit you could be very busy going over finances, paying bills, balancing the 
checkbook, developing a working budget and putting files in order for easier 
bookkeeping. You could be downloading abundant material for your personal Kindle or 
other brand of reader; visiting libraries, museums, and learning institutes; taking a 
course or a cooking class or downloading a yoga program. You will be given time to 
digest and perfect new work and lifestyle habits.  The last lunar eclipse of 2015 falls 
in Aries in your solar 10th House of career and life status on September 27th. The 
energy can be intense and lead you to take a firm stand with family members, 
employees or professional contacts whose views don’t match your own. This eclipse 
will remind you of what you encountered in the spring around the April 4 eclipse and 
make you restless to clear up old business. Once again, though, you have some 
interference from both Uranus in this house and from Pluto in your 7th House of 
partners. Just as you think you have it all figured out, you may have to address 
matters of achievement, authority, and the span of your responsibilities. The highly 
charged eclipse energy creates excitement, drama or an element of the unexpected. 
Remember that Cancer the Crab often moves sideways instead of confronting the issue 
that most deserves attention. With the force of these power planets meeting eclipse 
energy you may not be able to suppress the passion you have for changing the status 
quo. Certain Cancers may receive a job offer or promotion; see an improvement in 
health, conduct business differently or move to a new location. Take note of any new 
people you meet in September because they could be instrumental in upcoming plans 
that carry into 2016. Be sure that comedy and some good old-fashioned laughs loosen 
your lighter side so you can fully assimilate this rewarding birthday year. This section 
may apply also to individuals with Cancer on the Ascendant or in part to those with 
multiple Cancer planets.                          
 
 Famous Cancers include: Prince William, Cyndi Lauper, Juliette Lewis, Carson 
Daly, Bruce Campbell, Kris Kristofferson, Meryl Streep, Randy Jackson, Joss Whedon, 
Anna Paquin, Carly Simon, George Michael, Chris Isaak, Chris O’Donnell, Tobey 
Maguire, John Cusack, Kathy Bates, John Bradshaw, Richard Lewis, Vincent D’Onofrio, 
Dan Aykroyd, Liv Tyler, Pamela Anderson, Princess Diana, Lindsay Lohan, Tom Cruise, 
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Elizabeth Hendrickson, Hunter Tylo, Tom Stoppard, Gina Lollobrigida, Geraldo Rivera, 
Neil Simon, Huey Lewis, Edie Falco, Dalai Lama, former President George W. Bush, 
Sylvester Stallone, 50 Cent, Michelle Kwan, Gerald Ford, Ringo Starr, Anjelica Huston, 
Billy Crudup, Kevin Bacon, Chris Cooper, Fred Savage, Jimmy Smits, Jane Lynch, Tom 
Hanks, Jessica Simpson, Giorgio Armani, “Lil Kim”, Bill Cosby, Harrison Ford, Matthew 
Fox, Forest Whitaker, Linda Ronstadt, Phoebe Cates, Chelsie Hightower, Blake Lewis, 
CC Sabathia, David Hasselhoff, Elizabeth McGovern, Arianna Huffington, James Brolin, 
Nelson Mandela, Carlos Santana, Ali Landry, Jon Lovitz, Rory Culkin, Vanessa Lengies, 
Brandi Chastain, Sandra Oh, Kay Starr, Edward Herrmann, Charlotte Gainsbourg, 
Damian Marley, Gary Trudeau, Alex Trebek, Josh Hartnett, David Spade, Willem 
DaFoe, and Robin Williams.  
  
THE PLANETS’ ACTIVITY JUNE 21-July 22, 2015 
 
 Let’s look at retrograde planet activity during this period. Saturn is 
retrograde in late degrees of Scorpio (29-28) – those born November 20-21 feel it the 
strongest; things get testy in the middle of the months when Mars, Vesta, Venus and 
Saturn create challenges in love relationships. The art of diplomacy gets a jolt when 
comments are taken out of context. Neptune went retrograde in Pisces on June 12 
and goes direct on November 18; those born February 28-March 2 feel it the 
strongest this month; Pluto in Capricorn is retrograde throughout the Cancer cycle 
and so is Chiron in Pisces as of June 25. If you are born March 11-13 Chiron most 
affects you during this time. Mercury wraps up the Gemini cycle with its emphasis on 
quality communication and coordinated events on July 8 and rapidly moves through 
the realm of domestic goddess, Cancer during the rest of the Cancer forecast period. 
Mars energizes your mind and wraps up its passage through Gemini on June 24 
before heading to Cancer through the rest of the cycle. Expect considerable activity 
with technology – both positive and quirky; and in reconnection with others; and on 
the domestic front you’ll have lots of comings and goings at home base. You may enjoy 
the fast pace of the mental express. The best use of your time revolves around taking 
care of family and loved ones and making a doctor appointment for a physical 
examination or annual tests, especially from June 29-July 15. Remember to take a few 
deep breaths when you feel the anger rising over life’s annoyances, petty or 
otherwise. Venus in Leo travels with Jupiter the first 5 days of July giving you the 
incentive to look your best, feel lucky, socialize, enjoy life and buy flattering clothing. 
During the first full week of July the Sun butts heads with Saturn and Pluto and sends 
you back to the drawing board to pay bills, get a reality check on the problems you 
left behind over the holiday weekend. After we pass the middle of the month Mercury 
and Mars oppose Pluto and arguments over politics, financial decisions and opposing 
points of view make headlines. Uranus in Aries is still within striking distance of 
transiting Pluto in Capricorn and is the stronger of the two now since Pluto is 
retrograde. Much activity goes on behind the scenes around the globe and 
domestically to trim the fat from budgets, streamline institutions, redistribute funds 
and power. Same-sex marriage and domestic violence, police response to crime scenes 
and child molestation are themes that hog the headlines. Neptune coasts along 
helping those with new ideas develop a clearer vision for plans that improve health 
and welfare projects; Vesta in Aries demands that all sides of issues get attention. 
Poor quality control is the likely reason for product recalls and contamination of food 
that make the news; note that food services industries vie for business with healthier 
menu offerings; for some it will be a nice try but not palatable to the consumer.  
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Throughout this review month Pluto is stationary at 14 degrees of Capricorn 

most affecting those of you born January 4-6. At the same time it travels in close 
aspect to transiting Uranus in Aries and jolts your senses periodically with 
unexpected news or discoveries depending upon the house in your chart subject to 
plutonian effects. Note the undertone of political and economic issues that 
compete with the threat of war or the subject of military support for Middle East 
nations. Cardinal sign individuals born with planets from 13-15 degrees of Cancer, 
Capricorn, Aries and Libra pay close attention. Wherever you see suppression of 
feelings and resources you will encounter expression that begs to be released. Note 
that it is impossible to force opinions or outlook on others who are not open to 
change. Pluto works slowly and insidiously as it digs below the surface. Be sure you 
don’t step on a landmine in the process; instead stay grounded and aware of shifting 
conditions. Be ready to discard what you no longer need and replace the outworn 
thinking with new ideas. You’ll have a shot at improving work place and personal 
relationships.  
 

LUNAR/SOLAR CYCLES 
 

JUNE 21: Sun Enters Cancer, 12:38 PM EDT,  

 JULY 1: Full Moon in Capricorn, 10:19 PM, 9°j 55’ 

 JULY 15: New Moon in Cancer, 9:25 PM EDT, 23° d 14’ 

JULY 22: Sun Enters Leo, 11:31 PM EDT 
        
PEOPLE, PLACES, EVENTS, AND TOPICS IN THE NEWS 
 

 The Gemini newsletter generated several comments and questions on current 
events, government security, personalities in the news, and the influence of the 
planets. You’ll find some of these areas addressed in the sections that follow.  
 
Rachel Dolezal: Last week the President of the NAACP Chapter in Spokane, WA, came 
under fire after she was exposed for claiming that she is a black woman with white 
and Native American blood when she is actually white with a “trace of Native 
American ancestry” according to her mother. Dolezal, who considers herself 
“transracial,” actually named another individual as her father and posed for pictures 
with him when in fact she hails from Troy, Montana, where her birth parents who 
adopted black sons, still live. Her white parents came forward and sadly refuted her 
multi-layered fabrications saying that she is white and of predominately German and 
Czech descent. Her parents, from whom she has been estranged, indicated that she 
has invented a significant part of her life story and cited several examples that she 
told over the years along with photos. By June 15 she had stepped down as the 
Chapter President after national leadership indicated her negative publicity is a 
distraction from the work and institutional integrity of the NAACP organization. You 
can check the national news sources for emerging details. Rachel is a Scorpio born 
November 12 in Troy, Lincoln County, Montana. A look at her solar chart and current 
transits shows that she was born with a Sun/Uranus conjunction in Scorpio (sometimes 
loves to act for shock value) and a Moon/Mercury conjunction in early Sagittarius. She 
also has a Venus/Pallas conjunction in early Scorpio that received a hit from the 
October 23 eclipse in Scorpio in her solar 12th House of secrets opposite Chiron the 
wounded healer in her 6th House of daily routines. Transiting Saturn in Sagittarius 
moved in on her Moon/Pallas connection late last year and early this year and opened 
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the door for exposing the truth – it puts pressure on recipients in one way or another. 
It may have come out earlier but for some reason was suppressed from the public view 
– maybe waiting for Mercury to go direct in her solar 7th House of publicity. Around the 
time of her last birthday transiting Uranus was right on natal South Node in Aries, so a 
karmic situation was unfolding in her solar 5th house of risk-taking. As recently as April 
the Libra eclipse landed on natal North Node and Pluto in her 11th House of associates, 
resources of employers and goals, suggesting attention from the masses. And the 
Venus/Pallas conjunction is opposite Chiron in Taurus in her solar 6th House and square 
Mars in Leo in her 9th House, so she may have felt isolation in her everyday world, like 
a fish out of water, a need for attention and perhaps felt that she had to do something 
that no one in her circle could achieve as she claimed the spotlight. Stay tuned for 
further interviews, publicity, a book deal and media exposure.      

The Cast of THE KITCHEN, Food Network: This delightful cooking and talk show made 
its debut on The Food Network in January 2014 and has been a popular staple ever 
since. The Kitchen has more information packed into its one-hour venue than most 
shows can accomplish in several weeks thanks to the talented chefs and cuisine artists 
that comprise the cast. The hosts include: Katie Lee, a Virgo born with Ceres conjunct 
her Sun, an indicator of one who places a high value on healthy foods, traditions and 
use of fresh home-grown produce; she hails from West Virginia where she began 
cooking before she went to school using food from her grandfather’s garden and cattle 
and pig farms. With Saturn conjunct Jupiter, Mercury and Vesta, she focuses on 
creative dishes using a variety of grains, vegetables and healthy protein and is the 
author of several books, most of them related to cooking. The dapper Geoffrey 
Zakarian, a Leo, is an Iron Chef, restaurateur, a graduate of the Culinary Institute of 
America, a cookbook author, a judge on the Food Network’s Chopped series and knows 
how to whip up a mean cocktail as he does at the close of each episode of The 
Kitchen. What makes this food expert tick? He has a stellium of Leo planets with his 
Sun trine the Moon in Aries, an indicator of his strong personality, popularity with 
viewers, leadership and command of his art. Saturn in early Capricorn in his solar 6th 
House of kitchen environments is in perfect trine to Virgo planets Pluto (the masses) 
and Mars (passion and drive) along with Vesta (focus) and Venus (love of cooking as 
art) in his 2nd House of income, that show his impeccable knife skills and culinary 
judgment and a genuine love of what he does in the kitchen. With several Libra 
placements he thrives on pairing up with advisors, partners and investors for diverse 
projects, although his Scorpio Ceres and Jupiter in hard aspect to Mercury in Leo show 
that he has experienced problems with contracts, employees or management style. 
Sunny Anderson, an Aries, with a stellium of planets in Aries hails from Lawton, OK. 
Jupiter with a tight connection to Mercury shows that she thrives on communicating 
her culinary message to the public. She enjoys tremendous rapport with her audience 
and has hosted several cooking shows including “How’d That Get on My Plate,” “Home 
Made in America”, “Cooking for Real” and just recently began co-hosting a new show 
“Top 5 Restaurants” with Geoffrey Zakarian. Sunny has Saturn in Cancer, an 
appropriate place for catering work and for embracing a cooking career. She draws on 
personal experience after traveling the globe with her parents (her father was in the 
Army) where she had opportunities to dine on a variety of native cuisines. Her many 
Aries planets that often signify military interests (Jupiter, Mercury, Sun, Ceres and 
Chiron) attracted her to a 4-year stint in the Air Force. Uranus in Scorpio in her solar 
7th House of the public and partners received an eclipse hit on October 23 and no 
doubt opened doors for the new show, food videos, writing opportunities and the 
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creation of new mouth-watering recipes. Recently absent from The Kitchen after 
giving birth to her second child, Mexican cooking expert Marcela Valladolid is a 
Cancer born July 19 and hails from San Diego, CA. She graduated from the Los 
Angeles Culinary Institute as a certified chef. Additional credentials include being a 
classically trained pastry chef who graduated from the Ritz Escoffier Cooking School in 
Paris. Marcela first appeared on The Food Network in her series “Mexican Made Easy 
and is the author of several books, including most recently, a book featuring kids’ 
recipes. She frequently presents recipes aimed at children’s lunches and cites her son, 
Fausto as the recipient of her tasty largesse. Her Moon in Capricorn (the Moon 
represents the home, hearth, features of the kitchen and culinary creations) is the 
most aspected planet in her chart and opposes Jupiter, Dark Moon Lilith and the Sun in 
Cancer, is in hard aspect to Pluto in Libra and relates favorably to Uranus in Scorpio. 
She can be lively and spontaneous or hard on herself if she is not pleased with a 
product or relationship. Marcela excels at discovering shortcuts for turning out mouth-
watering dishes and proudly sets the table with soul-satisfying food. The last member 
of The Kitchen’s cast is Jeff Mauro, the congenial winner of “The Next Food 
Network Star” a few seasons back. He is known as The Sandwich King who frequently 
tops his sandwich fillings with zesty jardinière. Each week he proves to be fully adept 
at turning out sophisticated, tasty dishes that often display an Italian flair. Jeff hails 
from Chicago and was born in 1978 but no birthday information has been included in 
his file.        

READERS’ CORNER 
 

 Thank you for the many questions, feedback and comments you sent during the 
past month. I am responding to a few reader concerns both of which pop up a couple 
of times a year. I hope you find it helpful.   

 

 Q. I notice that you frequently talk about retrograde planets in your 
newsletters. During a consulting session you mentioned that my natal chart shows 
three retrograde planets. I would like to know more about them – what do they mean; 
do they ever go direct, and why have they shown up in my chart?  

 

A. Well, dear Cancer reader, I am happy to provide you with some insight into 
retrograde planets. Here are some critical facts: Neither the Sun nor the Moon are 
ever retrograde; both the North Node and the South Node of the Moon are always 
retrograde – and mark sensitive points in your natal chart -- the North represents the 
direction in which you are traveling in this lifetime and the South Node represents 
what you left behind, your past experience and what went before you – and several 
other meanings too involved to discuss here. People in your life that have the same or 
about the same degree as your nodes are going to be significant players and your paths 
were meant to cross for the whole lifetime or part of it. Eclipses occur on the nodes. A 
retrograde is the apparent backward motion of a planet traveling through the zodiac; 
planets actually don’t move backward in their orbits but they appear to because of the 
angle by which we observe them from Earth. Astrologers hold differing points of view 
on how to interpret retrograde planets; these are mine. Most natal charts have some 
retrograde planets at birth although I have seen a few that do not including my own. 
When I first construct a chart I look at retrograde planets to see if I can tell how long 
before the birth the planet went retrograde, or if it is retrograde, how many years 
after the birth it is going to go direct. Some planets never go direct in a chart – usually 
slow moving planets like Neptune and Pluto, but they can. Age is a factor in looking at 
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the final outcome of the retrograde patterns. Each day represents a year in real time. 
If you were born with retrograde planets, the year they go direct usually marks an 
important milestone in your life. Natal planets that are direct in motion may also go 
retrograde – the year a natal planet goes retrograde usually marks an important 
change in your life. Retrograde planets are often indicators of unfinished business that 
you carry from one lifetime into the next. In some manner they represent lessons and 
opportunities for solving “old” or recurring issues. The goal in this incarnation is to get 
it “right.” You were born with Mercury (education, the mind, communication); Mars 
(passion, energy, anger, drive); and Jupiter (higher mind and education, law, arts, 
expansion, luck and success) retrograde. When I first read your question it came to me 
that you were dealing with education and career matters, responsibility and some 
parental restrictions. Mercury went direct when you were completing your sophomore 
year of college and changed your major and your school. The year that Mars went 
direct you decided to go to graduate school and upset your father who thought you 
were taking too long to settle into a career. He thought you were going to be a 
perpetual student. Ironically that Mars station was a degree away from natal Saturn so 
no doubt you and your Dad had many heated discussions about stability before 
declaring a truce. It also showed me, along with other aspects and eclipse hits in your 
chart that your Dad needed medical attention and underwent treatment for a 
debilitating ailment for the next few years. Then natal Saturn went retrograde and 
your Dad passed away. Saturn is still in retrograde motion in your chart. Jupiter 
remains in retrograde motion at this time yet favorable aspects to it show me that 
your work is satisfying and lucrative. I also think you are going to go for another 
degree or major course of study within the next two years. Let me know how it goes.   

 
Q.    I am a Gemini. When I read the write-up in the Gemini newsletter, I found 

that not all of the material applied to me. Only about half of it made sense. I have 
been reading the newsletters for a long time and read the Gemini version carefully 
every year and keep it on file for reference. I see that some cycles repeat material or 
planet aspects from the previous year. Why? How should I be using the information? 
Thank you for your help. 

 
A.     You are not alone in wondering how to use the information in the 

featured sign write-up that I include in each newsletter. I supply limited “how to” 
information on this topic in every issue, usually at the end of the write-up for the 
featured sign and after the posted office hours. I include more detail every couple of 
years in the general section of the newsletter. The best use of the material is as a 
planning tool. See if your particular date is mentioned and related to a particular 
planet. You are a Gemini with Scorpio rising (your Ascendant sign). The rising sign is 
based on your time of birth, not just the city/state/country and date but also the time 
of day you were born. The time of birth drives the pattern of your chart starting with 
the sign and degree on the very first house of the chart. In your case, the rising sign is 
4° of Scorpio, the sign that was rising in the Eastern Time zone and city where you 
were born at 4:18 PM EDT.  All of your Gemini planets happen to fall in the 8th House 
including Mercury, Mars and the Sun and other planets, so it is no surprise to me that 
with Pluto ruling your chart, (Pluto rules Scorpio, the sign of surgery and inner 
probing) you are a skilled medical professional. All of your house cusps are less than 10 
degrees so the other sign you should read – whether it is in my newsletter or the 
horoscopes in the daily newspaper, is Scorpio. That is the sign that “leads” the flow of 
your natal chart. Gemini will also apply to much of the material for the sign but 
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remember, your Gemini placements are in the 8th House, not the 1st house as it would 
be for someone born in Gemini’s time with Gemini on the Ascendant based on their 
time of birth. It is impossible to use only this material to interpret the current flow of 
planetary events so it is important to schedule consultations during the year to see 
how the progression of planets, the transits of the outer planets, and the eclipses are 
affecting you. If you read this year’s Gemini material you would note that eclipses are 
occurring in the 10th and 4th, 5th and 11th Houses in the order listed in a solar chart. Not 
so with your chart pattern – they would be in the 5th and 11th and 12th and 6th Houses in 
that order for your calculated chart. As for the transits that take a long time to 
complete, we are talking about the passage of outer or slower moving planets: Jupiter 
takes at least a year to get through a sign in a particular house in your chart – this year 
it has been in Leo in your 10th House and when it shifts to Virgo on August 11 it is going 
to be in your 10th house a bit longer before moving into your 11th House. Saturn takes 
2-1/2 years to move through a sign – it will be in your money house, the 2nd through 
the next 2-1/2 years in Sagittarius; Uranus takes 7 years to complete a cycle so the 
house it is activating (your 6th) is going to be lively for a long time; Neptune can take 
14-15 years (in the 5th right now) and Pluto 17-21 (3rd until 2025)to move though a sign 
– that is why you might see repeated or persistent topics about a particular house. In 
other words you get a nudge and then have some time to do something about 
whatever is surfacing. And remember, I only included the slower moving planets here 
and each of the 5 I listed is subject to retrograde motion which generates repeated 
cycles each year so that you can move in new directions when the dynamics finally 
play out. I think your question is going to elicit a number of “Ah ha” moments from 
readers. Glad to clarify.      

 
CONFIDENTIAL to “Hijacked Vacation” who feels his wife should have told her 
recently widowed mother that they had plans for the 4th of July holiday when his 
mother-in-law announced her intention to visit : It might be nice to cut both your 
wife and her mother a break even though you have to rethink the duration of your 
holiday getaway. Release the anger you are holding. Your father-in-law died early in 
the year a 1,000 miles from where you live. It was fortunate that your wife could 
spend Mother’s Day with her mom and agreed that it was important for you to stay 
home to honor your own mother. The fact that your wife’s mom is now coming to visit 
for three days around the 4th of July weekend should not throw a damper on your 
vacation plans for the week after the 4th. While you will not be able to leave on the 2nd 
of July as you planned, you will still have a full week to play and your spouse and her 
mom will have a chance to comfort one another during a difficult time. Take 
advantage of the opportunity to show compassion to those who are grieving and in 
need of healing. Plan a surprise outing while she is in town. Those three days could 
make a raving fan out of your mother-in-law. 

 
Thank you to all who sent in questions and comments about earlier 

newsletters. I appreciate your feedback on the Gemini issue and welcome your 
thoughts on this one. Follow me on Twitter@AstroOnDemand for comments and at 
www.astrologyondemand.com for blogs. 
                     
 QUOTE OF THE MONTH: “Always remember that your own resolution to 
succeed is more important than anything else.” …Abraham Lincoln  
 
OFFICE HOURS 

http://www.astrologyondemand.com/


 12 

 
 Monday, Wednesday and Friday: 11 am–6 pm. 
 Tuesday: 12-6 pm. 
 Thursday: 12-6 pm. 
 Saturday: 11 am-4 pm. 
 All other hours by special arrangement. No Sunday hours. 

 

Information about the sign of the month is general and may not address the 
actual activity in your chart. If this is your birthday month or if you are interested in 
learning more about how the current cycles affect your chart, call me to schedule an 
appointment for a personal consultation or a coaching session. I work with individuals, 
business owners, entrepreneurs, executives and decision makers providing guidance 
and strategic planning advice in a variety of fields. For a unique approach give the gift 
of a consultation or a written report to a loved one or associate. Gift certificates are 
available in the amount of your choice. Refer a friend who could use a new 
perspective and receive a $15 discount toward your next consultation. I look forward 
to hearing from you. All payments now via PayPal @ alice.deville27@gmail.com. 

 

The numerous written reports I offer include a color natal chart: Astro-Talk 
Complete Natal Interpretation Report, Child Star (intended for the younger set from 
infant through 16), Friends and Lovers to compare your data with a romantic partner, 
friend or business partner, Life Progressions which highlight important life stages for 
the current year or so, Solar Return report which describes the year from birthday to 
birthday; or Timeline Report that covers a year of transits highlighting how current 
planets affect your life. You can also give a gift certificate for a personal consultation.    
   

HHHaaappppppyyy   FFFooouuurrrttthhh   ooofff   JJJuuulllyyy   aaannnddd   eeennnjjjoooyyy   ttthhheee   sssuuummmmmmeeerrr,,,   

 
Alice 
 
Alice DeVille  
Consulting Services 
Office: (813) 374-5398 
Twitter@AstroOnDemand 
www.astrologyondemand.com 
 

NOTE: I usually keep files for five years and continuously update both online and 
postal mailing lists. If you have moved in the past six months, please send your current 
address. To be removed from this mailing list or to make a mailing address change, 
send a message to DeVilleAA@aol.com. Many thanks.  
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